The Empire declares against Frederick.  99
two of its members.    On his own responsibility, without
consulting the electors, princes, and cities, the The Em-
Emperor passed sentence on Frederick, and s^nceon
condemned him,  unheard,  as a disturber of Frederick.
the peace.    Many of the great cities altogether refused
to publish the Emperor's decree, and even among the
states generally subservient to Austria there were some
that were alarmed at so flagrant a disregard of law and
precedent.    It may have seemed a sign of what was to
be expected should Prussia be annihilated, and no state
remain in Germany that dared to lift up its voice against
Austria.    Nevertheless, in spite of this feeling, and in
spite of the opposition of nearly all the Protestant states,
Austria succeeded in inducing the Empire to espouse
her cause.    In all three colleges of electors, princes, and
cities she obtained a majority, and at a diet, held on
Jan.  17, 1757, it was resolved that an army
of the Empire should be set on foot for the dedareTwar
purpose of making war on Prussia.     Some j^^jy^'   •
months later Frederick was put to the ban of 1757- Frede-
the Empire.    But the use of this antiquated thVban of
weapon  served  rather to  throw  ridicule  on the EmPire-
those who employed it than to injure him against whom
it was launched.
While all this was in progress the Court of Vienna
was busily concerting measures with the Courts of St.
Petersburg and Versailles.    A new treaty was Treaty of
concluded with the former, on the base of the alliance with
Russian  proposals  of  the preceding spring Februarys,
(p. 88), and Austria bound herself to pay the I757<
Czarina one million roubles (about i8o,ooo/.) a year during
the continuance of war.
Last of all, after long haggling on both sides, there
was signed at Versailles a second treaty between France
and Austria, a treaty for the partition of Prussia. Silesia

